	Select Committee On Autism Survey 
A new Senate Select Committee on Autism was set up to inquire into and report on the services, support and life outcomes for autistic people in Australia and the associated need for a National Autism Strategy. The committee will look at a wide range of issues relating to autism – including diagnosis, education, health and mental health, employment, justice and rights, and housing.
To address the above the National Disability Coordination Officer (NDCO) for Northern Sydney and Ability Linker for Settlement Services International (SSI) collaboratively prepared this submission to the Senate Select Committee.

About NDCO Program:
The NDCOs work with stakeholders at the local level to reduce systemic barriers, facilitate smooth transitions, build links and coordinate services between the education, training and employment sectors. The NDCO Program seeks to address these barriers by improving coordination and collaboration among service providers by building their capability to support people with disability. 
The NDCO Program also seeks to increase the knowledge and awareness of people with disability about their post-school options and supports to enable them to participate in education and subsequent employment to the same extent as people without disability.
The NDCO Program vision is to drive change so that people with disability have equitable opportunity to access, participate and achieve their goals in tertiary education and subsequent employment. 

About Ability Links NSW:
Ability Links NSW (ALNSW) is a free program that supports people with disability aged 9 to 64, their families and carers. The program is designed to help people plan for their future by building on their strengths and skills to lead the life they want as valued members of their community.
Linkers work closely with participants to discuss what their goals are and map out the best strategy to achieve them. Whether the goal is to participate in sport, education, volunteering, or expand their networks, with ALNSW people remain at the centre of decision making. Linkers work alongside community organisations and businesses to help them build community capacity and to become more welcoming and inclusive.
ALNSW values and recognises the diversity of NSW communities, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and Culturally and Linguistically Diverse (CALD) communities.
SSI is funded by the NSW Government's Ageing Disability and Home Care (ADHC) Division of FACs to deliver the ALNSW Program in the ADHC Southern, Metro South and Metro North Regions. This Program forms part of the NSW Government's contribution to the National Disability Insurance Scheme.
[bookmark: _Hlk34127592]1. First Name: 
___________________________________________________
2. Surname: 
___________________________________________________
3. Age:  ___________

4. Gender (please tick):           Male          Female         Other 

5. Ethnicity: __________________________________________

6. Address: ___________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
7. Contact Number: _____________________________________

8. Email: ______________________________________________

9. Occupation: _________________________________________

10. Are you participating in this survey yourself or someone who you are caring for?

        Myself – Please use Set A
        Someone I am caring for (including volunteers or paid support workers) – Please use Set B
Set A – A Person Who Identifies As Autistic

Question 1
[bookmark: _Hlk34127561]What are you currently doing? (you may make multiple selections)
· Studying at school 
· Studying in other education institutions (TAFE, Community College, University & others_______________________________________________(please provide details)
· Working (paid or unpaid)
· Participating in a structured activity (SLES, TTW, ADE or others)
· Participating in an unstructured activity ( volunteer group, social group and more)
· Not doing anything
· Others (Please provide details)
_____________________________________________

Question 2
Are you a participant of the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS)?
· Yes  
If you select “yes” since which year 20_ _
· Application in progress
· No, because I did not apply
· No, because I was rejected

Question 3
What are your current goals? List a few of your most important goals you would like to achieve.
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________



Question 4
How do you plan to achieve your goals? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Question 5
Have you experienced challenges in these areas? Please share your experience.
5.1 Education
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
5.2 Employment
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

5.3 Health / Mental Health
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

5.4 Social and Community Participation
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

5.5 Others
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Question 6
Please make some suggestions of what you would like to see in these areas:
6.1 Education
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
6.2 Employment
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
6.3 Health / Mental Health
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

6.4 Social and Community Participation
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

6.5 Others
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________









 Set B – A Supporter of An Autistic Person

1. First Name: 
___________________________________________________
2. Surname: 
___________________________________________________
3. Age:  ___________

4. Gender (please tick):           Male          Female         Other 

5. Ethnicity: __________________________________________

6. Address: ___________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
7. Contact Number: _____________________________________

8. Email: ______________________________________________


Question 1
What are you currently doing? (you may make multiple selections)
· [bookmark: _Hlk33655221]Full-time carer for the Autistic Person
· Part-time carer for the Autistic Person
· Working full-time (Paid or unpaid)
· Working part-time (Paid or unpaid)
· Casual carer for the Autistic Person (whenever you are available)
· Participating in an activity (volunteer group, social group or other; please provide details _______________________________________________________________________)
· Studying 
TAFE, Community College, Private RTO, Others (Please circle)

Question 2
List the support which you provide to the Autistic Person:
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________



Question 3
Have you experienced challenges in these areas when providing support to the person you are caring for? Please share your experience.
[bookmark: _GoBack]3.1 Education
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
3.2 Employment
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
3.3 Health / Mental Health
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

3.4 Social and Community Participation
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

3.5 Others
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

	





Question 4
Please make some suggestions of what you would like to see in these areas:
4.1 Education
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
4.2 Employment
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
4.3 Health and or Mental Health
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

4.4 Social and Community Participation
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

4.5 Others
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

